THE VICTORIANS  AND  AFTER
poetry should be deterred by his popular jingles There is nothing else quite like "M3Andrew's Hymn" or "The Mary Gloster" in our literature, to mention only two of his strikingly individual pieces Newbolt, with an irritating monotony of metre, and a great appearance of nobility, celebrated the worst side of Imperialism Hewlett was a good poet spoilt by living in a day when there was nothing much that a poet could do, and few to listen to him, poetical conventions, of a bad kind, clogged his manner, and he was often forced back to classical themes The truest poet of the period, John Davidson, voiced a black despair in verse which was exquisite "Thirty Bob a Week" is a gi eat and powerful poem Masefield found new metres and new matter, Sea Pieces promised a new poet of strength and ongmahty His narrative poems, The Everlasting Mercy, The Widow in the Bye Street, and Dauber, took the public by stoim There was nothing high-falutm' about them, and they were so readable that they were said to be "not poetiy", which implies a criticism not of Masefield, but of what other poets were writing These narratives were full of life and realism, they were rattling good yarns, novels in verse which anyone could understand They certainly shook a good deal of the stiffness out of poetry, the sort of stiffness exhibited by such poets as the denvative William Watson on the one hand, and on the other the far better, more onginal, Wilfred Scawen Blunt They brought poetry appreciably nearer life, in the sense that the readers of H G WelLs's no\cls undei stood it, but that is not the sort of life poetry can icmam embedded m except at its peril Chaucer's could survive it, but Mr Masefield, though a poet of distinction, is not Chaucer, even if there is something Chaucerian about Reynard the Fox.
But in the four years bcfoi e the War there was a distinct if rather yeasty ferment agitating English society, more perceptible from a distance than it was at the time There had been a certain amount of political agitation in the previous decade, and a change in the constitution a collapse of the monarchy did not seem beyond the bounds of possibility After 1910 there was a series of strikes; the suffragettes broke Windows in Regent Sticct, chained themselves to the gallery
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